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Holy Mass with Confirmation
with Archbishop Jackels

PREPARATIONS BEFOREHAND
Make the same preparations (ministers, vessels, vestments, etc.) as for a regular Mass with the addition of the 
following, to be provided by the parish:

• Sacred Chrism with an appropriately sized dish for the anointing
• One quarter of a lemon (if possible, for removing the Chrism after anointing)

The Archbishop will bring the following:
• The ritual book for the Order of Confirmation
• A red stole and chasuble (when that color is appropriate)
• The “do-hickey” to hold the miter and crosier

The Archbishop ordinarily travels without a master of ceremonies; he will instruct the servers before Mass (takes 
5-10 minutes).

The Archbishop prefers that at the time of the preparation of the gifts the hosts be distributed among the ciboria 
to be used. Also, he would prefer (if possible) not to use glass or ceramic chalices for distribution of the Precious 
Blood.

PRAYERS, READINGS AND VESTMENTS
When Confirmation is on a Sunday of Advent or Lent, use the prayers and readings of the day, and purple 
vestments.

When Confirmation is in the Octave of Easter, on a Sunday of Easter, or on a Solemnity, use the prayers and 
readings of the day, and white vestments (the Archbishop will normally not do the optional sprinkling rite).

Otherwise, the prayers and readings are chosen from the Ritual Mass for Confirmation, and red vestments are 
worn.

RITE OF CONFIRMATION
After the Gospel, someone may read out the names of the candidates (this is not required in the rite, and so may 
be omitted).

After the homily, the candidates are asked to stand (the assembly remains seated).

The candidates are led in the renewal of baptismal promises (this replaces the Profession of Faith).

The candidates remain standing during the invocation of the Holy Spirit (only those priests who will help with 
the anointing extend their hands during the prayer).
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The candidates come forward with their sponsors for the anointing with Chrism, when the candidate or the 
sponsor announce (either vocally of by a card) the name to be used at the anointing (there should not be 
instrumental music or hymn-singing during the Anointing).

The Mass continues as usual, beginning with the Prayers of the Faithful.

It is hoped that the newly-confirmed and their sponsors will be prepared to receive Holy Communion worthily 
(Eucharistic Fast, and Confession, if conscious of mortal sin).

AFTER MASS
If a group photo in the church is planned, then the Archbishop and newly-confirmed will not process out; 
individual photos with the Archbishop are available in the church after the group photo.
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